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HIS EXCELLENCY AWARDED 
FELLOWSHIP OF SOCIETY 
Distinguished Historians Honoured 
A MEMORABLE EVENING AT 
NEWSTEAD HOUSE 
. . 'Tis not on tablets in the public squares 
That good men's virtues live in after-years; 
And how, if not in books recorded 
Would eminent merit be rewarded? 
Horace, Donarem pateras 
(Edward Marsh's translation) 
M ARCH 18, 1964 was a memorable date on the Calen-dar at Newstead House. It was an occasion of great 
significance in the annals of The Royal Historical 
Society of Queensland for it marked the bestowal of the 
Fellowship of the Society on our distinguished Patron, 
His Excellency the Governor of Queensland, Colonel Sir 
Henry Abel Smith, K.C.M.G., K.C.V.O., D.S.O., and (in 
absentia) upon three notable Australian historians — 
Malcolm Henry Ellis, C.M.G.; Alexander Hugh Chisholm, 
O.B.E., F.R.Z.S.; and Thomas Mack Ramsay, B.Sc. 
Highlights of the evening were the erudite addresses given 
by His Excellency, and our learned President. These were 
highly appropriate to a grand occasion and eloquence was 
spiced with wit that had the authentic flavour of Attic salt. 
Romantic old Newstead House, which in the days of 
Captain Wickham and George Harris, the "Merchant Prince" 
of Brisbane, echoed to the merry music of violins and the tap 
of dancing feet on polished floors, has also seen "down the 
arches of the years" many notable assembUes and many 
discourses there have been on times and tides in the affairs 
of men and nations. 
Not the least of these was staged on the night of March 18. 
The proceedings were full of life and colour. Excellent 
preparations had been made by the Ladies' Committee, 
including the decorations and arrangements for supper, and 
flags provided by Councillor J. H. C. McClurg were attrac-
tively displayed. 
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All members were seated by 7.45 p.m., at which time the 
driveway approaching the entrance was closed to ordinary 
traffic, pending the arrival of the Vice-regal party. Indoors, 
Messrs. E. S. Neaverson and J. T. Maher (Councillors) were 
exemplary ushers, and Mr. Neaverson acted as M.C. 
At 8 p.m. His Excellency, Lady May, and party arrived, 
and were met and welcomed by the President, Sir Raphael 
Cilento, and Lady Cilento beneath the ancient Johnstone 
River figtree. Even in Captain Wickham's time this venerable 
landirark must have been of considerable dimensions because 
his coachman. Lane, used to wash his master's gig under its 
branches! 
His Excellency and Lady May were escorted by the 
President and Lady Cilento to the entrance to Newstead 
House, where they were greeted by the Lord Mayor (Aid, 
Clem Jones) and the Lady Mayoress (Mrs. Clem Jones); 
the senior vice-president, Mr. A. Laurie, Mr. C. G. Austin 
(Vice-president), Mr. Clem Lack (Councillor), Miss Mar-
garet Cameron, and Mr. K. T. Cameron (Hon. Secretary). 
His Excellency and party were then escorted to the dais, 
the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress and members of the 
Council took their seats, and the National Anthem was 
played by Miss Hilda Woolmer, who also contributed musical 
items at intervals in the subsequent proceedings. 
PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS OF WELCOME 
The President, in his address of welcome, said that this 
was a special meeting of the Society to admit His Excellency 
Colonel Sir Henry Abel Smith, K.C.M.G., K.C.V.O., D.S.O., 
to the first Fellowship of the Royal Historical Society of 
Queensland under Rule 36, with three Fellows-Elect distin-
guished by the offices they held or their achievements, or 
both. 
Sir Raphael expressed the Society's appreciation of the 
visit of His Excellency and his party and of the Lord Mayoi 
and Lady Mayoress and other visitors and guests to Newstead 
House for this notable ceremony. 
The Society was particularly grateful to His Excellency for 
the honour he had conferred upon us in accepting the first 
Fellowship to be awarded by the Society. As their Patron 
His Excellency had consistently exhibited a keen and encour-
aging interest in the research work and activities of the 
Society. His Excellency knew every corner of the State and 
certainly knew more about its history and development than 
did many native-born Queenslanders. 
Sir Raphael went on to point out that by a happy coin-
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cidence, that day, 18 March, was the sixth anniversary of 
His Excellency's assumption of office as Governor of Queens-
land on 18 March 1958. 
"APT AND FORTUITOUS ANNIVERSARIES" 
"I am always intrigued by anniversaries, especially when 
they are apt and fortuitous," said the President. Sir Raphael 
further remarked that the year 1964 had many interesting 
points of contact with the year 1664-^300 years ago—as 
Pepys' diary showed them. Perhaps the most interesting were 
those which related to the oldest and greatest "Royal" 
Society, whose history—if great things could be compared 
with small ones—much resembled our own. 
The Royal Society— t^he oldest scientific Society in Great 
Britain and one of the oldest in Europe—had begun among 
University people in a haphazard way at a time when the 
conflict between the King and Parliament and between 
Cavalier and Puritan made assembly suspect and dangerous. 
As early as 1645, weekly meetings were held in London of 
"divers worthy persons, inquisitive into natural philosophy, 
and other parts of human learning, and particularly what 
hath been called the New Philosophy or Experimental Philo-
sophy,"^ and there could be little doubt that this gathering of 
philosophers was identical with the "Invisible College" of 
"Experimental Philosophy," of which Robert Boyle,^  English 
natural philosopher, spoke in sundry letters written in 1646 
and 1647. 
.1. Among these "worthy persons" were certain medical men. Dr. Wilkins, after-
wards Bishop of Chester; Foster, professor of astronomy in Gresham College; 
Wallis, the mathematician; and others, including Haak, a learned German from 
the Palatinate. Wallis records that the subjects discoursed of were "the circulation 
of the blood; the valves in the veins; the lymphatic vessels; the Copernican hypo-
thesis; the nature of comets and new stars; the satellites of Jupiter; the oval shape 
of Saturn; the sppts in the sun, and its turning on its own axis; the inequalities 
and selenography of the moon; the several phases of Venus arid Mercury; the 
improvement of telescopes and grinding of glasses for that purpose; the weight of 
air; the possibility or impossibility of vacuities, and nature's abhorrence thereof; 
the Torricellian experiment in quicksilver; the descent of heavy bodies aiid the 
degrees of acceleration therein; and divers other things of like nature." 
;2. Boyle (1627-1691) was a prominent member of the group of inquirers known as 
"The Invisible College." It was Boyle who enunciated the law that the volume of 
a gas varies inversely as the pressure. The Charter of Incorporation granted the 
Royal Society by Charles II named Boyle a member of the Council. In 1680 he 
was elected president of the Society, but declined the honour from a scruple about 
oaths. Boyle's great merit as a scientific investigator was that he carried out the 
;principles which Bacon preached in the Novum Organum., He performed experi-
ments in the hope of effecting the transmutation of metals, and he was instru-
mental in obtaining the repeal, in 1689, of the Statute of Henry IV against 
rmultiplying gold and silver. He accomplished important work in physics—the 
enunciation of Boyle's Law, the discovery of the part taken by air in the propaga-
tion of sound, and investigations into the expansive force of freezing water, on 
specific •gravities, and refractive powers; on crystals, on electricity, on colour, on 
iydrostatics, etc.—^Ed. 
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ROBERT BOYLE SAMUEL PEPYS 
CHARTER FROM "THE MERRY MONARCH" 
With the restoration of the "Merry Monarch" Charles II 
in 1660, application was made for a Charter for a "College 
for promoting Physico — 'Mathematicall Experimentall 
Learning'," with headquarters, temporarily, at Gresham Col-
lege. Charles gave his entire approval, was pleased to caU 
himself the Founder, and gave the persevering philosophers 
(as students of the mathematical and natural sciences were 
then usually called) a charter, and a mace of authority. 
This was in 1662, and the Society was incorporated under 
the title The Royal Society of London for the Promotion of 
Natural Knowledge. The King subsequently granted two 
other charters conferring additional powers and privileges. 
In the Royal Warrant of 1663 ordering the mace, wJiich the 
King presented to the Society, it was described as "The Royal 
Society for the Improving of Natural Knowledge by Experi-
ments," and during its earlier years the time of the meetings 
was principally occupied by the performance and discussion 
of experiments. 
The name "Royal Society" appeared to have been first 
applied to the Philosophers by John Evelyn, in the dedication 
of his translation of a book by Gabriel Naude, published in 
1661. 
The Council of the Royal Society met for the first time on 
13 May 1663. The Royal Society was Royal in more than 
name. Jt was closely allied, not indeed with the politics, but 
220 
with the social life of the Court. Charles I had extended an. 
intelligent patronage to art, but in an age too soon, when 
English painters were inferior and the English art pubUc 
small, the Puritans had sold away his Titians and Vandykes, 
for money down. Charles II extended an intelligent patron-
age to science, when the time was ripe; and even bigotry 
could never exile nor years efface the native achievements of 
Newtonian discovery. 
Sir Raphael continued: "Allowing ten days for the defec-
tive calendar in use at that time this was 300 years to the 
day before the Jubilee celebration of the Royal Historical 
Society of Queensland, 23 May 1963, at which His Excel-
lency and other Fellows were elected under Rule 3(b) and 
3(a). 
"The Charter Book of The Royal Society contained the 
sign manual of the Royal founder ('Charles R—Founder'), 
and the signature of 'James (afterwards James II)—Fellow,' 
and other royal personages, as well as the names of nearly 
every Fellow elected into the Society, from that earliest date 
—a collection of autographs unequalled in the world." He 
added: "We have as yet no Charter Book for our own 
Fellows, but when we do, we hope His Excellency's signature 
will be the first to grace it." 
FLUCTUATING FORTUNES 
In spite of this auspicious beginning the fortunes of the 
Royal Society fluctuated mightily in its early days, and this 
reminds us of our own fluctuations in fortune, proceeded 
Sir Raphael. The Royal Society had no house of its own. 
The City of London required the rooms it used at Gresham 
College, but after a period of place-to-place meeting Henry 
Howard, later Duke of Norfolk, made three rooms available 
at Arundel House.^ 
Similarly, our Society had to move in its earlier years from 
place to place, and had no permanent home for the first nine-
teen years of its history. We met in various rooms in the 
city, often the University in George Street, until May 1932, 
when three rooms at Newstead House were made available to 
the Society by the Brisbane City Council."* In February 1940 
3. After the Great Fire of London in September 1666 the apartments of the Royal 
Society in Gresham College were required for the use of the city authorities. 
Newton (Professor of the Mathematicks at Cambridge) was elected a Fellow 
on 11 January 1671 and in 1703 he was appointed President, a post which he 
held until his death in 1729. During his presidency the Society removed (in 1710) 
to a house which they bought in Crane Court, Fleet Street. In 1780, during the 
presidency of Sir Joseph Banks, the Royal Society, by order of George III , was. 
assigned quarters in the then new palatial building, Somerset House. There they 
remained until 1857, when at the request of the Government, they migrated west-
ward to Burlington House.—Ed.' 
4. See paper by C. G. Austin. The Historical Society of Queensland Special Cen-
tenary Journal R.H.S.Q., Vol. VI, No. 1, pp. 223 et seq. 
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the Society was given the use of the whole of Newstead 
House, following the formation of the Newstead House Trust. 
When World War II broke out, however, ,the Society had to 
move agairj, the United States Army taking possession of. 
Newstead House in February 1942 for the use of its photo-
graphic unit. As Colin Austin has commented, the ghost of 
Captain Wickham may have stirred when American Service-
men played football on the lawn adjacent to Newstead House. 
For the next three years the Society's Secretary was provided 
with a small room in the Builders' Exchange Building in 
Wharf Street, the Society holding its monthly meetings in the 
lecture room of the same building. 
PARALLELS OF HISTORICAL COINCIDENCE 
The Royal Society had no library. Howard gave it the 
Library left by his grandfather Thomas, Earl of Arundel, and 
thus the foundation was laid of the important collection of 
scientific works, now exceeding 60,000 volumes, which the 
Royal Society possesses. 
"Likewise," said the President, "we had no Library until 
Thomas Welsby bequeathed to the Society his magnificent 
Library, one of the best private collections in the Common-
wealth. Upon that excellent foundation we have well and 
truly built a Library of which, thanks to the efforts of Mr. 
Austin, any institution might well be proud. 
"Nor do the parallels of fortuitous historical coincidence 
end there. Like our overcrowded Museum at Newstead 
House, the Royal Society's Museum soon so outgrew its space 
that nothing could be adequately displayed, until the City of 
London and the University came to the aid of the Royal 
Society and room was found for it first in Somerset House 
and later, at Burlington House." 
The Royal Society's Museum, which had been founded on 
a few "rarities" bought from a Mr. Hubbard for £100, 
became world famous. The hst of its Fellows reads like a 
catalogue of everyone eminent in physics, chemistry, medi-
cine, law, politics, architecture, and every other branch of 
science and art. Its journals recording its researches were 
eagerly awaited, avidly read, and quoted as conclusive on 
most subjects. The first number, consisting of 12 quarto 
pages, appeared on Monday, 6 March 1664, under the title 
of Philosophical Transactions: giving some accompt of the 
present undertakings, studies, and labours of the Ingenious 
in many considerable parts of the world, with a dedication to 
the Royal Society signed by Henry Oldenburg, the first Secre-
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tary of The Royal Society. There were now many volumes.-, 
on a vast range of subjects. 
The Society also from its earliest years published, or 
directed the publication, of separate treatises and books on 
matters of philosophy; most notable among these being the 
Philosophiae naturalis principia mathematica autore Is. New^. 
ton. Imprimatur: S. Pepys, Reg. Soc. Praeses, Julii 5, 1686, 
4to Londini 1687. 
The letters F.R.S. became the highest honour that could; 
be won by election in science in the English-speaking worlds 
(and beyond!). 
PEPYS ADMITTED 
The Charter Book was signed in 1665 by Pepys as a 
Fellow. His diary included the following entry: 
"15 Feb. 1665. At noon with Dr. Creed to dinner at 
Trinity House, where a very good dinner among the old 
sokernen^; thence to Gresham CoUege where I had been, 
proposed by Mr. Povy last week to be admitted by signing 
a book and being taken by the hand by the President, and 
some words of admittance said to me. It is a most accept-
able thing to hear "their discourses and see their experi-
ments which this day were on the nature of fire and how it 
goes out in a place where the air is not free; and sooner -
out where the air is exhausted, as they showed by a 
machine. 
"After this they to the Crowne Tavern, behind the 
'Change, and there, most of the Company to a 'Club, 
dinner'." 
The Merry Monarch was intensely interested in the 
researches of the Royal Society (of London for promoting 
knowledge by experiment), but he loved a joke and liked 
nothing better than to tease the learned Fellows by sly -
questions. 
Samuel Pepys himself later became its President and so in 
1780 did Sir Joseph Banks, who discovered AustraUa with 
Cook. It was the Royal Society, indeed, that sent Cook out 
to watch the transit of Venus and incidentally to discover 
Australia by determining whether or not there was a great 
"Southland" extending to the South Pole, as had repeatedly 
been rumoured or reported. 
The expedition of H.M.S. Challenger (1872-1876) was 
equipped under the advice of the Royal Society. It led the. 
way in deep-sea dredging, revealing the constituents of the 
ocean floor, and so contributing to our ability to read the 
5. "Sokemen" or "Sokers": persons with limited local authority in „ special activity. 
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ghostly language of the ancient earth. The chief naturalist 
on board was (Sir) C. WyviUe Thomson. It would indeed 
be difficult to specify great scientific expeditions to the organ-
isation and equipment of which the Royal Society has not 
contributed to a greater or lesser degree. 
Banks' contribution was a rigid restriction of the Fellow-
ship, which ultimately came to be of three categories only^-
(a) 15 members only annuaUy (6 sponsors); 
(b) Princes of the blood, and two other persons of 
especial eminence every second year, by summary 
procedure; 
(c) Up to a fixed total of 50 selected from time to time 
among the most eminent foreign scientists, world-
wide. 
A MODEL FOR ALL SOCIETIES 
"Almost every Society has modelled itself on these lines 
and we in our small way have also done so, though we deal 
only with History, not with the vast range of science as a 
whole.^  
"The C.S.I.R.O. in AustraUa fUls iii some measure the 
place the Royal Society occupies in Great Britain. 
"Our two categories for Fellowship—3(a) and 3(b)— 
limit our choice rigidly also. On 23 May 1963 we selected 
ten members, under 3(a), and also several people distin-
guished by their merit, under 3(b). Of these, the first was 
His Excellency, our Patron, who was largely responsible for 
the grant to us of the use of the prefix ROYAL." 
Presenting the Fellowship to His Excellency, the President 
said that His Excellency Colonel Sir Henry Abel Smith, 
K.C.M.G. (1961), K.C.V.O. (1950), D.S.O., had been 
Governor of Queensland since 18 March 1958 (six years 
that day). Ten days had elapsed since the anniversary of 
Sir Heme's birth, on 8 March 1900, the same year in which 
the Act to establish the AustraUan Commonwealth was 
prepared. Sir Henry's term of office as Governor was one of 
the best, things this century had brought Queensland. His 
Excellency had been educated at the Royal Military College, 
Sandhurst. At the age of 19 he joined the Royal Horse-
6. The historian C. R. L. Fletcher, discussing the period in England between the-
Regency and the close of the mid-Victorian period, points out that when the 
period opened. Faraday was a laboratory attendant to Sir Humphrey Davy, and Sir 
Joseph Banks was President (and autocrat) of the Royal Society; when it closed 
Darwin was just going to learn the great secret, William Thomson (Lord Kelvin) 
and Huxley were at the height, Joseph Lister (Lord Lister) at the ascent of fame. 
. . . "There was con^derable difference between the outlook of men of science at 
the beginning and the end of thie period. From the date (1788) of the fotmdation 
of the Linnean society, a whole brood of learned associations, each one concerned 
with some particular branch of natural knowledge, had been inaugurated. Each 
may also be called a daughter of the great Royal SoCiefj^ ."—^Ed. 
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guards and received his commission as Captain (1930), 
Major (1934), Lt.-Colohel (1944), and Acting Colonel 
Corps of Household Cavalry in 1946. In 1928-1931, His 
Excellency was A.D.C. to the Earl of Athlone, Governor-
General of South Africa. He married in 1931 Lady May 
Cambridge, daughter of the Earl of Athlone and H.R.H. 
Princess Alice, grand-daughter of Queen Victoria. His 
ExceUency was Patron of the Society. It was not in his 
capacity as Governor, however, but as the first citizen of 
Queensland and as their patron following a series of patrons 
dating back to our founder in 1913, iSir William Macgregor, 
then Governor of Queensland, that members of the Society 
expressed their warm gratitude and asked His ExceUency (in 
the words of Pepys) by "being taken by the hand by the 
President and some words of admittance said" to him, to 
honour the Society by accepting its Fellowship—and the 
certificate of his admittance, numbered 1. 
"Proud To Be a Partner" 
His Excellency, in reply, said that the Society had con-
ferred on him a high hotiour. He was indeed proud to be a 
partner in the iiitensely valuable and important work of the 
Society. The President had made reference to the honour 
that the Society had received by having the Govemor of 
Queensland as a FeUow, but he personally felt he had been 
most honoured by being elected a FeUow of the Society, 
although he could not claim to have been anything more 
than a soldier. Sir Raphael had also thanked him for having 
obtained for the Society the title of "Royal," but the truth 
was that the title had been bestowed on the Society because 
of the valuable work it was doing to preserve and make 
known the State's history. Without that record of achieve-
ment it would not have been possible for the Society to have 
been so honoured by Her Majesty, and he was very pleased 
to have received the Society's application and to have for-
warded it for attention to the proper quarter. 
The President had mentioned the coincidence that it was 
precisely 300 years ago that King Charles the Second, at the 
first meeting of the first Royal Society, conferred feUowships 
on the Duke of York and several others, including Lord 
Clarendon, he beUeved. 
CROSS-TABLE CORRESPONDENCE 
His ExceUency said that the atmosphere of those times 
had been vividly brought to light by a manuscript that had 
recently been placed in the Bodleian Library. It was a single 
sheet of notes written alternately by Charles the Second and 
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Clarendon, and it was passed between them, to and fro, 
during a dull morning's business in the Privy Council: 
The Chancellor opened the cross-table correspondence 
thus: 
"/ would willingly make a visit to my sister in Tunbridge 
for a night or two at furthest. When do you think I could 
best spare the time?" 
Then followed the answer in Charles's handwriting: 
"/ know no reason why you may not go just for a tyme 
(2 nights) next week about Wednesday or Thursday, and 
return in tyme for the adjournment which yet ought to be 
the week following. I suppose you would go with a light 
trayne. 
Clarendon: I intend to take nothing but my night bag. 
Charles: God! You will not go without 40 or 50 horse. 
Clarendon: I count that part of my night bag." 
Such a document, said His ExceUency, might not be of 
great historic importance, but it did bring life to the past. 
In less than two hundred years, Australia had been trans-
formed from a land of virgin forest, scrub and plain into a 
continent rapidly overhauling the Western World, the cradle 
of their civilisation in development, culture and learning. 
SIR ISAAC NEWTON LORD CLARENDON 
PAST IS INSPIRATION FOR FUTURE 
Much history had been made around the waUs of this 
ancient buUding. It was from the knowledge of the past and 
difficulties and dangers overcome that they were inspired 
with courage and confidence to face the future. 
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The early settlers brought with them to the home of their 
adoption the Mediterranean tradition, which defended from 
Greece and Rome and therefore carried with it the whole 
classical culture which, in the Middle Ages, was enlarged and 
adapted by the Christian Church, and amplified by bequests 
from the Northern peoples. 
On it was based the thought and phUosophy, the art and 
the letters, the ethics and reUgion of the modern world. 
It was the foundation of civUisation as they understood it. 
It represented in the widest sense the humanities, the 
accumulated harvest of the ages, the long discipUne of 
thought. 
This great inheritance of tradition which guided the mind 
and played such a large part in forming the character of their 
people was being added to and enlarged by AustraUa's. 
citizens to meet the Australian way of Ufe in a nuclear age. 
CARRYING OUT GREAT TASK 
The Royal Historical Society of Queensland, His Excel-
lency continued, was carrying out a great task in compUing 
the historical records of their State. It was upon their history 
that fresh worthwhUe traditions arose—^which gave strength 
to the edifice of our nation. 
Sir Henry also made appreciative reference to the work of 
Mrs. Young, President of the Queensland Women's Historical 
Society. 
After referring to the Society's Journal and the valuable 
papers pubUshed therein. Sir Henry recaUed that the Presi-
dent, eighteen months ago in his Presidential address, had 
dealt specificaUy with two points^-one, Indonesia's succes-
sion to HoUand in the East Indies (the results of which they 
were seeing today); and the other, the European Market. 
On the latter question. His ExceUency said he beUeved that 
although Britain, through the influence of General de GauUe, 
had not been able to enter the European Common Market, 
he was confident that ultimately Britam must come in as a 
partner in the European Economic Community of 13 Nations, 
six members of E.C.M. and seven of E.F.T.A., and so help 
to impart solidity and economic unity to the European 
continent. 
FELLOWSHIPS CONFERRED BY PROXY 
The President apologised for the absence of the Premier 
(the Hon. G. F. R. Nicklin, M.L.A.), the Chairman of the 
Newstead House Trust (Mr. J. A. SeweU, A.A.S.A., 
A.C.I.S., F.L.M.A.), Under Treasurer, Treasury Depart-
ment, the Second Vice-President, Mr. N. S. Pixley, and Mrs. 
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Pixley, CounciUor J. H. C. GiU, B.A., LL.B., Mr. C. E, 
Petersen, Past Chairman of the Newstead Trust, and Messrs. 
Malcolm H. EUis, Alec H. Chisholm, and Thos. M. Ramsay,. 
FeUows-Elect. 
Sir Raphael expressed the great regret of the CouncU and 
members of the Society that unforeseen circumstances had 
prevented the attendance of the three Fellows-Elect. In their 
absence, the FeUowships were conferred by proxy. The three 
FeUows-Elect, in alphabetical order, were: 
CHISHOLM, Alexander Hugh, O.B.E., F.R.Z.S. (Proxy^ 
Clem Lack, B.A., Dip.Jour., F.R.Hist.S.Q., CounciUor and 
Editor of Publications R.H.S.Q.). 
ELLIS, Malcolm Henry, C.M.G. 1956 (Proxy, Mr. Arthur 
Laurie, Senior Vice-President R.H.S.Q.). 
RAMSAY, Thos. Meek, B.Sc. (Proxy, J. T. Maher, Coun-
cillor). 
Sir Raphael said Mr. Chisholm was an outstanding Aus-
tralian naturalist, and a notable historian and journaUst. 
He was editor-in-chief of the Australian Encyclopaedia 
pubUshed by Angus & Robertson in 1958. From 1961 until 
recently he had been Hon. Secretary of the Royal Australiaru 
Historical Society; and from 1939 to 1948 had been hon. 
editor of the Victorian Naturalist. A former Brisbane jour-
nalist, Mr. Chisholm had held important editorial posts on 
Australian metropolitan newspapers including the editorship 
of the Argus, Melbourne, the Australasian, Melbourne, and 
the Sunday Pictorial, Sydney. In 1940 Mr. Chisholm had 
been awarded the Australian Natural History Medallion. He 
was the author of numerous publications, especially on birds 
and birdlife. 
His recreation was "idling in green places," and his address 
was 8 Young Street, the home of the Royal Australian His-
torical Society, Sydney. 
Mr. Lack accepted the certificate of FeUowship on behalf 
of Mr. Chisholm and supplemented the President's remarks. 
Sir Raphael said Mr. Malcolm Henry EUis was celebrated 
as a historian, journaUst and authority on international 
affairs. He had been born at Narine, Queensland, in 1890, 
and had been educated at the Brisbane Grammar School. In 
1942 Mr. ElUs had given the Macrossan Memorial Lecture 
for 1942 at the Queensland University. In 1948 he had won 
the Prior prize for his Life of Lachlan Macquarie, and had 
also gained the Harbison-Higginbotham award at the Univer-
sity of Melbourne. Mr. EUis had been associated with the 
Sydney Bulletin for many years, and had helped to maintain: 
its popularity as the "Bushmen's Bible." He was the author 
of many valuable publications, including authoritative bio-
228 
graphics of Macrossan, Macarthur, Macquarie, and Green-
way, as well as works on travel, defence, and architecture. 
He was a noted book reviewer and critic and an indefatigable 
advocate for the preservation of historical monuments in 
Australia. 
The certificate of Fellowship was accepted by Mr. Laurie 
on behalf of Mr. ElUs. 
Presenting the certificate of Fellowship to Mr. J. T. Maher 
as proxy for Mr. Thos. Meek Ramsay, B.Sc, the President 
said that Mr. Ramsay, who was born in 1907, had been 
educated at the Malvern Grammar School, Scotch CoUege, 
and the University of Melbourne, and had been president of 
the Royal Historical Society of Victoria since 1961. Mr. 
Ramsay, a leader in AustraUan commerce, was vice-president 
of the Associated Chambers of Manufactures of AustraUa in 
1962, and was managing director of the Kiwi Polish Com-
pany. Mr. Ramsay had served in the A.I.F. in 1940-41, and 
from 1941 to 1945 had been Assistant ControUer, Ministry 
of Munitions. 
Brief responses were made by Messrs. Lack, Laurie and 
Maher on behalf of the respective FeUows-Elect. 
At the conclusion of the presentation of the Fellowship 
certificates, posies were presented by Miss M. Cameron to 
Lady May, the Lady Mayoress, the Hon. K. Weld-Forrester 
(lady-in-waiting), and Lady Cilento. 
His ExceUency, Lady May and the Vice-Regal party and 
the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress were the guests of the 
President and members of the Council at supper. Much 
interest was shown by His Excellency and Lady May in some 
of the rare exhibits in the Society's historical museum, includ-
ing a drawing book which belonged to Queen Victoria as a 
chUd, an ancient iron key to the wine cellar of Sir Thomas 
Brisbane's ancestral home at Largs, and a valuable China 
plate recording the campaign battles of Sir Thomas Brisbane, 
including the Peninsular War. 
